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The  Second  Congregational  Church  in  St.  Johns- 
bury  was  organized  April  7,  1825,  being  a  colony  from 
the  First  Congregational  Church.  Nineteen  persons, 
six  males  and  thirteen  females,  having  obtained  the 
consent  of  the  First  Church,  were  constituted  a  sepa- 
rate church,  under  the  name  of  the  Second  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  St.  Johnsbury. 

The  Ecclesiastical  Council,  called  on  the  occasion, 
consisted  of  the  Eev.  Leonard  Worcester,  of  Peacham; 
the  Eev.  Mr.  Mason,  of  Waterford ;  the  Eev.  Mr.  Hol- 
lister,  of  Danville,  and  the  Eev.  Mr.  Hall,  of  Concord. 

A  small  building,  formerly  a  store,  had  been  moved 
to  the  lot  on  which  the  dwelling-house  of  David  Boyn- 
ton,  Esq.,  now  stands,  and  fitted  up  for  a  place  of  wor- 
ship. This  building  was  occupied  thus  by  the  church 
during  the  first  two  years  after  its  organization.  It 
was  afterward  removed,  and  is  now  the  dwelling-house 
occupied  by  Mrs.  Grennell. 

In  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1827  a  commodious 
meeting-house  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  present 
house  of  worship.  The  house  was  built  by  subscrip- 
tion, with  the  condition  that  it  should  be  the  property 
of  the  church,  and  the  pevv^s  rented  for  the  support  of 
the  gospel  ministry  therein.  The  house  was  dedicated 
in  October,  1827.  It  was  removed  in  1847,  and  is  now 
the  dwelling-house  of  Mr.  J.  K.  Colby. 
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In  the  year  1847,  the  first  meetiDg-house  being  inad- 
equate to  accommodate  the  church  and  congregation,  j 
the  present  house  was  built  by  subscription,  upon  the  I 
same  conditions  as  were  stipulated  in  regard  to  the  \ 
first  house.  The  grounds  had  been  previously  deeded  ■ 
to  the  deacons  of  the  church,  and  their  successors  in 
ofiice;  in  trusty  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  church.  \ 

PASTORS.  i 

On  the  28th  of  February,  1827,  the  Eev.  James  John-  1 

SON  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  Church.    The  exer-  < 

cises  were  as  follows  :  Prayer  and  invocation  by  Eev.  ' 

Samuel  G.  Tenney,  of  Lyndon  ;  sermon  by  Eev.  E.  J.  j 

Boardman,  of  Danville  ;  installing  prayer  by  Eev.  S.  E.  ' 

Hall,  of  Concord ;  charge  by  Eev.  Luther  Jewett,  of  i 

St.  Johnsbury ;  right  hand  of  fellowship  by  Eev.  S.  G.  J 

Tenney;  concluding  prayer  by  Eev.  Thomas  Hall,  of  • 

Waterford.  i 

Mr.  Johnson  was  dismissed  by  a  mutual  council,  May 

3,1838.  ; 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1889,  the  Eev.  John  H. 

Worcester  was  ordained  as  the  pastor  of  the  church,  j 

Services  as  follows :    Invocation  and  reading  of  the  \ 

scriptures,  Eev.  David  Stowell;  prayer  by  Eev.  Drury  ; 

Fairbank,  of  Littleton,  N.  H. ;  sermon  by  Eev.  Leon-  ] 

ard  Worcester;   ordaining  prayer  by  Eev.  Thomas  | 

Hall ;   charge  by  Eev.  David  Sutherland,  of  Bath,  | 

N.  H. ;  right  hand  of  fellowship  by  Eev.  Josiah  Morse,  i 

of  the  First  Church ;  address  to  the  society  by  Eev.  ^ 

Isaac  E.  Worcester ;  concluding  prayer  by  Eev.  Levi  < 

H.  Stone,  of  Cabot.  ; 

Mr.  Worcester  was  dismissed,  by  a  mutual  council,  ' 

November  6, 1846.  | 
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On  the  15th  of  October,  1847,  the  Eev,  Willie  B. 
Bond  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  church.  Intro- 
ductory services  by  the  Eev.  John  Clark,  of  Burke; 
sermon  by  Eev.  E.  I.  Carpenter,  of  Littleton,  H. ; 
installing  prayer  by  Eev.  Drury  Fairbank;  charge  to 
the  pastor  by  Eev.  David  Perry,  of  Danville;  right 
hand  of  fellowship  by  Eev.  William  W.  Thayer,  of  Lyn- 
don ;  address  to  the  people  by  Eev.  David  Merrill,  of 
Peacham;  concluding  prayer  by  Eev.  A.  O.  Hubbard, 
of  Barnet. 

Mr.  Bond  was  dismissed,  at  his  own  request,  on 
account  of  impaired  health,  June,  1858. 

^  On  the  10th  of  May,  1860,  the  Eev.  Ephraim  C. 
CuMMiNGS  was  installed  pastor  of  the  Church.  Invo- 
cation, Eev.  William  Scales,  Lyndon;  reading  of  scrip- 
tare,  Eev.  II.  Wellington,  St.  Johnsbury  Center ;  intro- 
ductory prayer,  Eev.  John  Bowers,  East  St.  Johns- 
bury;  sermon,  Eev.  George  W.  Field,  Boston,  Mass.; 
installing  prayer,  Eev.  M.  B.  Bradford,  Mclndoe's 
Falls;  charge  to  the  pastor,  Eev.  J.  Eastman,  Dan- 
ville ;  right  hand  of  fellowship,  Eev.  S.  K.  B.  Perkins, 
Glover;  address  to  the  people,  Eev.  A.  Boutelle, 
Peacham ;  concluding  prayer,  Eev.  E.  P.  Goodwin, 
Burke. 

DEACQjNS. 

Luther  Clark,  elected  April  12,  1827. 

Erastus  Fairbanks,  elected  March  14,  1828. 

Thomas  Bishop,  elected  April  17,1829;  dismissed 
September^  1845. 

Samuel  G.  Brackett,  elected  November  16,  1832  ; 
died  December  15,  1859.  ^ 


William  Sanborn,  elected  March  17,  1843  ;  dis- 
missed October  16,  1851. 

Luke  Spencer,  elected  January  1,  1860. 
Albert  G.  Chadwick,  elected  January  1, 1860. 

CLERKS. 

Luther  Clark,  elected  April  7,  1825. 
Eev.  J.  Johnson,  during  his  pastorate. 
Ephraim  Jewett,  elected  May  28,  1838. 
Eev.  J.  H.  Worcester,  during  his  pastoral  term. 
Ephraim  Jewett,  elected  November  7,  1846. 
Eev.  William  B.  Bond,  while  pastor  of  the  church. 
E.  C.  Eedington,  elected  May,  1858,  and  annually 
thereafter  to  the  present  time. 

TREASUREK. 

Frat^klin  Fairbanks,  elected  February  3,  1858,  and 
annually  thereafter  until  the  present  year. 

SUPERINTENDEISrTS  OF  THE  SABBATH  SCHOOL. 

Luther  Clark,  during  the  year  1825. 
Erastus  Fairbanks,  from  the  year  1826  to  1839, 
inclusive. 

Joseph  P.  Fairbanks,  from  the  year  1840  to  1849, 
inclusive. 

James  K.  Colby,  during  the  year  1850. 
Joseph  P.  Fairbanks,  during  the  year  1851. 
Horace  Fairbanks,  from  the  year  1852  to  1856, 
inclusive. 

Albert  G.  Chadwick,  daring  tlie  years  1857  and 
1858. 
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William  H.  N.  Prince,  during  the  years  1859  and 
1860. 

Franklin  Fairbanks,  from  the  year  1861  to  the 
present  year,  inclusive. 

The  church  established  a  Sabbath-school  at  its  com- 
mencement, which  has  been  continued,  with  various 
modifications,  to  the  present  time.  At  first  the  school 
was  suspended  during  the  winter,  but  has  been  kept 
without  intermission  since  1827.  So  early  as  1827  the 
church  voted  to  meet  for  conference  and  prayer  on 
Thursday  following  the  second  Sabbath  of  each  month. 
At  the  present  time  a  stated  meeting  of  the  church  is 
held  on  the  first  Monday  evening  of  each  month.  A 
stated  public  conference  meeting  is  observed  on  Wed- 
nesday evening  of  each  week. 

The  Monthly  Concert  of  Prayer,  for  the  success  of 
missions  and  the  conversion  of  the  world,  has  been 
uniformly  observed,  and  also  the  monthly  Sabbath- 
school  concert. 

In  April,  1831,  the  church  held  a  protracted  meeting, 
which  was  signally  blessed,  and  which  resulted  in  the 
hopeful  conversion  of  some  sixty  persons,  who  after- 
ward became  members  of  the  church.  Another  pro- 
tracted meeting  was  held  in  April,  1832,  but  with  no 
very  satisfactory  results. 

There  have  been  several  seasons  of  special  religious 
awakening,  the  fruits  of  which  are  remembered  with 
gratitude;  but  the  greater  number  of  admissions  to 
the  church  by  profession  have  been  of  persons  who, 
having  been  members  of  the  Sabbath-school,  and  attend- 
ants upon  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath,  have  from 
time  to  time,  when  there  was  no  special  revival,  been 
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led  to  feel  their  lost  condition  out  of  Christ,  and  to 
trust  in  his  merits  for  salvation.  There  have  been  but 
few  communion  seasons  when  there  were  no  additions 
to  the  church. 

In  the  record  of  the  doings  of  the  council  for  install- 
ing the  Eev.  James  Johnson,  February  8, 1827,  there  is 
the  following  vote  :  "  This  Council,  highly  approving  of 
the  examples  of  councils  on  similar  occasions,  and 
desirous  of  lending  their  aid  for  the  suppression  of  the 
alarming  sin  of  intemperance,  unanimously  voted  that 
they  would,  on  all  such  occasions,  wholly  dispense  with 
the  use  of  ardent  spirits  and  wines/^ 

Ten  years  afterward — in  1837 — the  subject  of  ad- 
mitting persons  who  traffic  in,  manufacture,  or  use 
ardent  spirits  as  a  beverage,  was  several  times  brought 
forward  and  discussed,  and  in  January,  1841.  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  this  church  regards  the  traffic  in 
ardent  spirits  as  a  beverage,  as  an  immorality,  and  the 
practice  of  it  by  any  of  its  members  as  a  ground  of 
church  discipline/' 

The  Third  Congregational  Church  was  organ- 
ized in  the  East  Tillage  of  St.  Johnsbury,  JSTovember 
25,1840;  and  on  the  same  day  their  meeting-house, 
then  recently  built,  was  dedicated.  This  church  con- 
sisted of  twenty  members  from  other  churches  :  namely^ 
from  the  Second  Church,  eleven ;  from  the  First  Church, 
two ;  from  the  church  in  Kirby,  five ;  from  the  church 
in  Lyndon,  two. 

The  South  Congregational  Church  was  organized 
October  16,  1851,  and  consisted  of  sixty-one  members, 
who  were  dismissed  for  that  purpose  from  the  Second 
Church.  The  large  and  commodious  meeting-house  in 
tjie  south  part  of  the  village  of  St.  Johnsbury  was  built 
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by  contributions  from  both  societies,  for  the  use  of  the 
South  Church  and  Congregation,  with  the  provision 
that  it  should  be  the  property  of  the  church,  and  the 
pews  rented  for  the  support  of  the  gospel  ministry 
therein. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  1852,  this  house  was  dedi- 
cated, and  on  the  same  day  the  Rev.  Sumner  Gr.  Clapp 
was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  church. 
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CONFESSIOK  OF  FAITH. 

I.  We  believe  in  one  living  and  true  God;  of  infinite 
power,  wisdom  and  goodness ;  the  Maker  and  Preser- 
ver of  all  things,  both  visible  and  invisible ;  and  that 
in  the  unity  of  the  Godhead  there  are  three  persons,  of 
one  substance,  power  and  eternity;  the  Father,  the 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 

II.  We  believe  that  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament  are  the  inspired  record  of  God's  revelation 
of  himself  to  mankind,  and  contain  a  complete  system 
of  faith  and  practice. 

III.  We  believe  that  man  is  by  nature  under  the 
dominion  of  the  carnal  mind,  which  is  enmity  against 
God,  and  therefore  under  the  condemnation  of  God's 
holy  law;  from  which,  if  any  are  saved,  it  is  of  God's 
free  grace. 

IV.  We  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  has  made  atone- 
ment for  sin  ;  that  he  is  set  forth  as  the  Saviour  of  the 
world;  and  that  whosoever  belie veth  in  him  shall  not 
come  into  condemnation,  but  is  passed  from  death  unto 
life. 

V.  We  believe  that  the  Holy  Ghost,  working  faith  in 
men,  and  thereby  uniting  them  in  one  body  to  Christ, 
their  Head,  moveth  them  also  to  associate  together  in 
a  church  form,  for  the  regular  administration  of  Gos- 
pel ordinances,  and  to  watch  over  one  another  in  love. 

VL  We  believe  that  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper 
are  sacraments,  to  be  used  by  all  Christians  to  the  end 
of  the  world. 

VII.  We  believe  that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  shall 
come  again  in  glorious  majesty;  that  there  shall  be  a 
resurrection  of  the  dead,  both  of  the  just  and  of  the 
unjust,  and  that  all  shall  appear  before  his  judgment 
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seat ;  when  he  will  give  every  man  according  as  his 
work  shall  be ;  and  whence  the  wicked  shall  go  away 
into  everlasting  punishment^  but  the  righte6us  into  life 
eternal. 

COVENANT. 

Sensible  of  your  guilty,  condemned  and  lost  estate 
in  yourself  [yourselves],  and  accepting  the  free  offer  of 
salvation  in  the  Gospel,  you  do  now,  before  all  wit- 
nesses, give  up  yourself  [yourselves]  to  God  in  the 
bonds  of  his  covenant ;  humbly  owning  God  the  Father 
as  your  God  and  Father,  Jesus  Christ  as  your  Saviour, 
and  the  Holy  Ghost  as  your  Sanctifier. 

You  do  also  join  yourself  [yourselves]  to  this 
church  ;  heartily  accepting  it  as  one  body  in  Christ, 
though  imperfect,  and  recognizing  its  members  in  par- 
ticular as  fellow-citizens  with  the  saints  and  of  the 
household  of  God.  You  engage  that  you  will  walk 
orderly,  waiting  diligent^  upon  the  Lord  in  the  ordi- 
nances of  his  house,  faithfully  maintaining  the  worship 
of  God  both  in  public  and  in  private,  submitting  your- 
self [yourselves]  cheerfully  to  the  watch  and  discipline 
of  this  church,  and  watching  over  its  members  in  love  ; 
that  we  may  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith  and  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God  unto  a  perfect  man, 
unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fullness  of  Christ. 

Then  doth  this  church  receive  you,  and  bid  you  a  cor- 
dial welcome  to  its  communion  and  fellowship.  We  do 
also  now,  humbly  depending  on  the  grace  of  God,  sol- 
emnly covenant  with  you ;  severally  promising  to 
strive  together  with  you  in  our  prayers  to  God  for 
you,  and  to  walk  with  you  as  becometh  saints,  in  all 
Christian  watchfulness,  brotherly  kindness  and  char- 
ity. 


The  Symbols  known  as  "the  Apostles'  Creed,"  and  "  the  Ni- 
cene  Creed,"  are  introduced  here  as  venerable  memorials  of  the 
common  faith. 

I  believe  in  God  the  Father  Almighty,  Maker  of 
heaven  and  earth 

And  in  Jesus  Christ,  his  only  Son,  our  Lord;  who 
was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  born  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  ;  suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was  crucified, 
dead  and  buried ;  the  third  day  he  rose  from  the 
dead;  he  ascended  into  heaven,  and  sitteth  on  the 
right  ha4d  of  God  the  Father  Almighty;  from  thence 
he  shall  come  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead. 

I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost;  the  holy  Catholic 
Church  ;  the  communion  of  Saints ;  the  forgiveness  of 
sins ;  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  and  the  life  ever- 
lasting. Amen. 

I  believe  in  one  God,  the  Father  Almighty,  maker  of 
heaven  and  earth,  and  of  all  things,  visible  and  invisible  : 

And  in  one  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  only  begotten 
Son  of  God,  begotten  of  his  Father  before  all  worlds ; 
God  of  God,  Light  of  Light,  very  God  of  very  God, 
begotten,  not  made,  being  of  one  substance  with  the 
Father;  by  whom  all  things  were  made;  who,  fcr  us 
men,  and  for  our  salvation,  came  down  from  heaven, 
and  was  incarnate  by  the  Holy  Ghost  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  and  was  made  man,  and  was  crucified  also  for 
us  under  Pontius  Pilate.  He  suff'ered  and  was  buried; 
and  the  third  day  he  rose  again,  according  to  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  ascended  into  heaven,  and  sitteth  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  Father.   And  he  shall  come  again 
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with  glory,  to  judge  both  the  quick  and  the  dead 
whose  kingdom  shall  have  no  end. 

And  I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Lord  and  Giver 
of  Life,  who  proceedeth  from  the  Father  and  the  Son ; 
who  with  the  Father  and  the  Son  together  is  wor- 
shipped and  glorified,  who  spake  by  the  prophets.  And 
I  believe  in  .one  Catholic  and  Apostolic  Church.  I  ac- 
knowledge one  Baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins;  and 
I  look  for  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  and  the  life  of 
the  world  to  come,  Amen. 
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iMerrill,  George  A. 
Morris,  Leonard  M. 
Magoon,  Martha  Jane 
Magoon,  Ephraim  B. 

Nelson,  Louisa  C. 
Norton,  Henry  J. 
I  Norton,  Mary  J.  B. 
Newell,  Henry  C. 
Newell,  Ellen  A. 

Owen,  Melissa 

Paddock,  Abby 
Potter,  Mary 
I'addock,  Mary  P. 
Peck,  Elisha 
Paddock,  Horace 
Preston,  Amaziah  D.  B. 
Peck,  Peter 
Peck,  Sally 
Potter,  Barnabas 
Palmer,  Sarah  Ann 
Potter,  Maria 
Paddock,  Orris  Mrs. 
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9,  24 
36 
44 
45 
46 
49 
60 
65 
97 
04 
113 
115 
121 
142 
148 
152 
154 
190 
197 
208 
209 
212 
248 
251 
299 
301 
314 
335 
352 
363 
373 
379 
408 
436 
451 
481 
511 
543 
644 
545 
648 
652 
654 

83 
414 
415 
566 
578 

627 

10 
23 
27 
38 
53 
61 
66 
67 
76 
89 
90 
95 
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Perry,  Mira  Ann  ISO 

Potter,  Lewis  131 

Paddock,  Charlotte  L.  ]58 

Phelps,  Aurilla  C.  174 

Phelps,  OJive  178 

Paddock,  Ephraim  186 

Perry,  Mehitable  200 

Parker,  Nathan  229 

Page,  John  233 

Page,  Sarah  234 
Paddock,  Julia  F;                 649,  280 

Pierce,  William  P.  297 

Pierce,  Louisa  298 

Porter,  Prudence  339 

Porter,  Betsey  340 

Page,  Sarah  D.  404 

Paddock,  Mary  419 

Pierce,  Henry  H.  440 

Paddock,  Charles  L-  442 

Paddock,  Orris     '  454 

Page,  Susan  C  463 

Peterson,  Benjamin  F.  469 

Peterson,  Flavia  C.  B.  475 

Prince,  William  B,  N.'  376 

Paine,  Eliza  E.  495 

Peterson,  Julia  H.  531 
Peterson,  Paul  628,  538 
Peterson,  Catharine              626,  539 

Poland,  Delia  H.  549 

Peterson,  Anna  555 

Prince,  Olive  A.  616 

Peruse,  Joseph  620 

Peruse,  Julia  621 

Rowland,  Laura  B.  69 

Reed,  Catharine  84 

Redfield,  Catharine  C  125 

Reed,  Edward  A.  132 

Rice,  Adeline  G.  140 

Ramsey,  Cliastina  C.  151 

Rice,  Lester  202 

Ramsey,  Hepzibah  240 

Rowland,  Caroline  F.  261 

Reding,  Jane  M.  275 

Rockwell,  Susan  M.  B.  276 

Rowlands  Hannah  A.  818 

Robinson,  William  D.  348 

Robinson,  Euphema  R,  349 

Ray,  Benjamin  F.  371 

Ramsey,  Charles  F.  387 

Rand,  Philander  399 

Rand,  Mary  400 

Redington,  Edward  C.  406 

Redington,  Caroline  D,  407 

Russell,  Laura  A,  447 

Rand,  Martha  J.  C.  450 

Ropes,  Miriam  J.  467 

Rand,  George  D.  534 

Redington,  Edward  D,  656 

Redington,  Elizabeth  S.  557 

Ramsey,  Aurilla  591 

Shory,  Hannah  16 

Stiles,  Joseph  30 

Somers,  Caroline  S.  70 


Smith,  David  73 

Smith,  Ruth  74 

Stone,  George  87 

Stevens,  Sally  88 

Spaulding,  Polly  102 

Swett,  Robert  T.  D.  Ill 

Stone,  Harriet  147 

Shaw,  Betsey  R.  149 

Stoddard,  Jesse  W.  182 

Stoddard,  Hannah  S.  183 

Snell,  Titus  189 

Smith,  Samuel  191 

Stone,  Lydia  L.  207 

Snow,  Eli  A.  210 

Snow,  Sarah  S.  214 

Snow,  Lovina  217 

Smith,  Catharine  222 

Swett,  Sarah  231 

Sanborn,  Nancy  239 

Stone,  Hannah  M.  250 

Stone,  Clarissa  B.  253 

Sinclair,  John  T.  254 

Sinclair,  Louisa  C.  255 

Scott,  Eliza  278 

Scott,  Maria  290 

Sanborn,  William  305 

Sanborn,  Martha  S.  306 

Smith,  Richard  829 

Swett,  Lucius  884 

Spencer,  Luke  394 

Spencer,  Candace  895 

Spencer,  L.  G.  896 

Spencer,  Lucy  898 

Stone,  Sarah  F.  402 

Stanton,  Abby  W.  422 

Sanborn,  Hiram  A.  438 

Stone,  Charles  M.  443 

Skinner,  Julia  494 

Stone,  Charlotte  525 

Smith,  Mary  Ann  535 

Sargent,  Christopher  663 

Sargent,  Amy  R.  664 

Spencer,  Eliza  JST.  572 

Stone,  Sarah  585 

Sargent,  Harriet  Abby  697 

Stevens,  Sarah  Ann  607 

Stoddard,  Josephine  M.  609 

Stock  well,  Tarrant  623 

Stockwell,  Susan  624 

Thayer,  Lewis  W-  167 

Thayer,  Charlotte  P.  196 

Taylor,  Caroline  332 

Thayer,  Hannah  336. 

Thayer,  Ruth  362 

True,  Cynthia  445 

Taylor,  Harriet  T.  455 

Tull,  Caroline  E.  W.  474 

Thayer,  Catharine  L.  501 

Thayer,  Ruth  W.  521 

Taylor,  Jacob  547 

Vermuth,  Betsey  K.  203 

West,  Tirzah  26 
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Webber,  Elizabeth  65 

Wriglit,  Fanny  91 

Wheeler,  Lettice  98 

Wheaton,  Sally  103 

West,  Tresbury  105 

Wheaton,  Dorothy  106 

Wheaton,  James  110 

We.st,  Esther  112 

Wilcox,  Emily  G.  117 

Writrht,  Horatio  N.  141 

Wilcox,  Harriet  N.  J.  170 

Wright,  Orphia  H.  175 

Worcester,  Martha  P.  C  245 

Warner,  Samuel  256 

Warner,  Kelief"  257 

Warner,  Emily  258 

Warner,  James  P.  260 

Works,  Almira  273 

Woods.  Jane  C.  281 

Worcester,  Harriet  E.  307 


Warner,  Nancy  P.  F. 
Warner,  James  M. 
Warner,  Hannah  P. 
Wilder,  Elizabeth 
Wells,  Martha  E. 
Walker,  Lucy  H.  G. 
Walker,  Chauncey  S. 
Wilkins,  John 
Wilkins,  Lydia  H. 
Weeks,  Mary  H. 
White,  Pliny  H. 
White,  Electa 
White,  Wealthy  Ann 
Wilder,  William 
Wilder,  Joanna 
Worthen,  Letitia  H. 
Willey,  Danforth 
Willey  .Harriet  N. 
Wing,  Ellen  S. 
Wilder,  Mary  Ann 


APPENDIX. 


EXTRACT  FROM  A  PAMPHLET  PREPARED  BY  REV.  LUTHER  JEWETT 
IN  1841. 

*'FIKST  SETTT^EMENT  — FIEST  CHURCH. 

The  charter  of  the  town  was  first  issued  to  Joi^than  Arnold 
and  his  associates,  in  the  year  1786.  At  that  time  the  whole  was 
a  wilderness.  The  next  year  after  the  charter  was  granted,  Dr. 
Arnold,  originally  from  Ehode  Island,  accompanied  by  about  a 
dozen  men,  commenced  the  first  regular  settlement  of  the  town. 
Most  of  the  men  were  unmarried,  but  several  brought  their  wives 
with  them.  Dr.  Arnold  was  a  man  of  superior  talents  ;  but  none 
of  the  company  were  professors  of  religion  ;  and  though  the 
town  increased  annually  in  population  and  wealth,  yet  for  some 
time  its  moral  and  religious  character  was  stationary  or  retro- 
grade. A  part  of  the  inhabitants,  however,  seem  to  have  felt  as 
though  it  was  not  suitable  to  live  wholly  without  any  show  of 
regard  to  religion.  At  that  time  it  was  customary  in  Vermont, 
as  well  as  in  other  New-England  States,  for  the  towns  to  raise 
money  by  a  tax,  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  ministry ;  and  at  a 
town  meeting  held  in  March,  1794,  seven  years  after  the  first  set- 
tlement, the  subject  of  hiring  preaching  was  discussed.  On  the 
question  being  put,  Will  the  town  raise  money  by  a  tax  to  pay 
for  preaching  the  Gospel?"  it  was  ''determined  in  the  negative." 
Several  attempts  wxre  made  to  raise  money  for  hiring  a  minister 
in  the  course  of  the  seven  years  next  following  1794.  These 
efforts  generally,  if  not  in  every  case,  proved  abortive,  except  the 
last.  In  July,  1801,  the  town  voted  to  raise  one  hundred  dollars, 
and  appointed  Joel  Roberts,  Barnabas  Barker  and  Nathaniel 
Edson,  to  superintend  the  expenditure  and  to  provide  a  place  for 
meeting.  The  committee  accordingly  performed  the  service  as- 
signed them.  From  that  time  to  this,  whatever  has  been  done 
for  the  support  of  the  ministry,  has  been  done  by  the  voluntary 
association  of  individuals.  With  the  increase  of  population,  and 
the  increasing  number  who  were  disposed  to  attend  public  wor- 
ship, the  want  of  a  house  for  religious  and  town  meetings  was 
more  and  more  felt;  but  difference  in  opinion  respecting  the 
proper  location  of  such  a  house  prevented  the  erection  of  one  for 
a  considerable  time. 

The  first  town  meeting  in  which  this  subject  was  voted  upon 
was  in  March,  1798.    At  this  meeting  a  committee  was  appointed 
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to  report  to  the  town  in  June  following,  "the  most  convenient 
place  whereon  said  house  shall  be  built."  June  came.  The  town 
met ;  bat  instead  of  accepting  the  committee's  report,  they  voted 
not  to  build  at  all.  Still,  those  desirous  of  a  house,  though  de- 
feated, were  not  discouraged.  Through  their  means,  the  town 
was  called  together  again  in  September  following.  Again  the 
question  was  presented,  "Will  the  town  build  a  meeting-house 
or  a  town-house  ?"  The  same  result  followed  as  before.  It  was 
"determined  in  the  negative."  Four  years  now  passed  without 
any  thing  being  done  b}^  the  town  in  relation  to  a  house. 
The  population  had  increased  to  eight  hundred.  The  dif- 
ficulty of  transacting  the  business  of  "March  Meeting"  and 
"Freeman's  Meeting"  was  great.  In  S#ptember,  1802,  the  town 
met  once  more  upon  this  long  agitated  subject.  At  this  meeting 
the  town  voted  to  raise  $850,  (the  sum  supposed  to  be  necessary  to 
build  a  "Town  House,")  determined  on  its  location,  and  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  superintend  the  expenditure  of  the  money. 
They  were  directed  to  build  of  such  a  size  as  they  might  have  the 
means  to  do,  b}'  adding  to  the  $850  such  sums  as  individuals 
would  pay  for  pews,  to  be  by  them  occupied  as  their  own  property, 
except  when  town  meetings  were  holden.  The  next  year  the 
town  added  S80  to  the  $850  before  voted.  The  result  was  that  in 
1804  a  large  house  was  completed.  For  nearly  twenty  years  this 
was  the  only  meeting-house  in  town.  Public  worship  was  usually 
attended  in  it  on  the  Sabbath,  and,  as  occasion  required,  on  other 
days.  Those  having  individual  rights,  in  consequence  of  aiding 
to  defray  the  expense  of  building  by  the  purchase  of  pews,  were 
of  different  denominations;  and  each  denomination  was  entitled 
to  ()ccupy  it,  if  they  chose,  in  proportion  as  each  had  paid  for 
building.  From  several  causes,  however,  if  was  more  frequently 
occupied  by  ()ongregatit)nal  preachers  than  by  those  of  any  other 
denomination.  Owing  to  its  location,  chiefly,  it  has  be'^en  but 
little  used  for  ])ublic  worship  for  several  years  past,  but  is  still 
used  for  all  town  meetings. 

In  the  course  of  the  hist  twenty  years,  houses  for  public  worship 
have  been  sufficiently  multiplied.  In  the  center  of  the  town 
there  are  ihrvQ.  One  was  orig  inally  built  by  the  Freewill  Baptists, 
but  was  afterward  purchasod  and  enlarged',  and  is  now  occupied 
by  the  First  Congregational  church  and  society.  A  second  in  the 
center  is  occu])ied  hy  the  .AFolliodists,  and  a  third  by  the  Univer- 
.«5alists.  On  the  IMam  is  one  occupied  by  the  Congregationalists. 
At  the  East  Village  is  one  built  this  year,  1840,  and  occupied  by 
a  third  Congregational  church  and  society,  lately  organized  in 
that  section  of  the  town. 

It  was  long  before  a  convenient  place  for  public  worship  was 
provided,  — it  was  still  longer  before  there  was  any  organized 
church.  An  unusually  small  proportion  of  those  who  came  here 
to  settle,  for  the  first  ten  or  fifteen  vears,  had  been  members  of 
churches  elsewhere;  and  though  a  few,  while  residing  here,  had 
hernme  linpofnlly  pious,  yot  the  number  of  such  was  also  small. 
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And  the  circumstances  that  the  few  church  members  who  came 
from  abroad  were  of  several  denominations,  added  to  the  diffi- 
culty. However,  in  November,  1807,  more  than  twenty  years 
after  the  settlement  of  the  town,  the  way  w^as  so  prepared  that 
the  First  Congregational  Church  was  organized.  It  consisted  of 
nineteen  members,  —  six  males  and  thirteen  females.  About  one 
third  of  these  had  been  members  of  churches  elsewhere.  Ad- 
ditions, often  small,  were  annually  made  for  twelve  years  in 
succession,  coming  down  to  and  including  1820.  From  that  time 
to  1831  the  additions  were  very  few.  Since  1831,  more  or  less 
have  been  added  every  year;  and  for  more  than  two  years 
past  no  communion  season  has  occurred  without  bringing  in 
one  or  more.  The  present  number  of  resident  members  is  not 
far  from  ninety.  For  six  years  after  its  organization  this 
church  remained  destitute  of  a  pastor,  but  public  worship  was 
uniformly  maintained  on  the  Sabbath,  sometimes  with  preaching 
and  sometimes  without.  In  the  year  1815  the  Ecv.  Pearson 
Thurstin  was  installed  over  them.  His  health  soon  failed ;  he 
became  unable  to  preach,  and  in  1817,  at  his  request,  the  pastoral 
relation  was  dissolved.  For  more  than  fifteen  years  next  follow- 
ing they  had  no  installed  pastor,  though  most  of  the  time  they 
enjoyed  preaching.  In  February,  1833,  the  present  pastor,  Eev. 
Josiah  Morse,  was  ordained  and  set  over  them.  Under  his  min- 
istration their  increase  in  numbers  and  strength  has  been  steady, 
though  not  rapid.'* 

Note.  January,  1864.  The  "Town  House,"  built  in  1804, 
stood  upon  the  hill  west  of  the  present  Center  Village  ;  and  being 
inconvenient  of  access,  it  was  taken  down,  several  years  since, 
and  re-erected  in  the  Center  Village,  where  for  a  time  it  was  used 
for  a  town  house,  and  is  now  occupied  by  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  Society. 

In  1858,  the  town  authorized  the  construction  of  the  present 
town  hall,  in  connection  with  the  new  court  house  in  the  vil- 
lage of  St.  Johnsbury. 

Since  the  date  of  the  above  named  pamphlet,  a  convenient 
meeting  house  has  been  built  by  the  Methodist  Society,  in  the 
village  of  St.  Johnsbury,  and  another  by  that  society  in  the  East 
Village;  so  that  at  the  present  time  there  are  eight  houses  of 
public  worship  in  the  town,  which  are  regularly  occupied  on  the 
Sabbath  ;  besme  which  an  expensive  Catholic  Church  has  been 
built  in  the  village  of  St,  Johnsbury  within  the  last  three  years. 
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